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SUMMARY- NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
ROUTE 152 IN MERCED COUNTY

10-Mer-152
From post mile 16.0, west of the City of Los Banos to post mile 25.0, east of the city.
Proposed Action:
Construct a 4-lane freeway around the City of Los Banos.
Programming:
The project is programmed in the 2000 State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) for $178.6
million ($161.2 million capital funds and $17.4 million support funds). The estimated cost of the project
ranges from $208.4 million to $249.4 million (capital and support funds).
Alternatives Being Considered:
• Alternative 1: Southern Alignment- Freeway would parallel north of Copa De Ora Avenue.
• Alternative 2: Southern Alignment- Freeway would parallel south of Pioneer Road.
• Alternative 3: Northern Alignment- Freeway would cross Badger Flat Road and Main Canal, pass

north of the Regional Ag Sports Complex, and then pass south between the Arroyo and San Luis
Canals.

• No build Alternative.

Potential Significant Environmental Effects:
• Impacts to wetlands, and threatened and endangered species and habitat.
• Impacts to historic structures.
• Impacts to farmland.
Proposed Measures to Minimize Harm:
• Coordinate with US Fish and Wildlife Service and California Fish and Game on mitigation.
• Wetland replacement or credit against a mitigation bank.
• Coordinate with State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and Advisory Council on Historic

Preservation (ACHP) on historic structure mitigation.






